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ROBOTICS COMPETITION

Test of mettle and metal

40 school teams
to vie in Ll regional
of technical skills

BY STACEY ALTHERR

it sounds a bit like a NASA
project: Assemble a team,
build an electronic, remote-
controlled robot and program
it to move up a ramp and
shoot 7-inch foam balls into
33-inch holes in a wvertical

backboard from a distance of
design

25 feet. The robot’
must contorm o cert.
fications, inchuding
and weight.

Just like NASA — except the
team "‘.l'I:}t‘tTS aren’t secasong od
scientists and engineers, but
high school students.

Nearly 40 teams from Long
Island, New York and Connect-
icut high schools — 29 from
Nassau and Suffolk counties —
will travel to Hofstra Universi-
ty on Friday and Saturday to
compete in the eighth Long Is-
land regional event of the
FIRST Robotics l,‘n"ppe.niun
The event will Iaﬂ place in
Hofstra Arena, a facility usual-
ly reserved for athletics.

The FIRST (For Inspiration
and Recognition of Science
and Technology) competition
may not look like a sporting
event, but it shares many of

the same characteristics, re-
warding individual endur-
ance and intelligence, team-

work and competitive spirit.
There will be scouts in the au-
dience, music blaring over
speakers and excitement in
the air. But when one team's
robot goes down, competitors
likely will rush to the rescue
with extra parts and tools.

Kindly competition

“I's called 'hr‘n‘iuu\ profes-
sionalism,’ * said Scott Schuler,
an employee of FESTO Corp.,
an international supplier of
tomation wlogy, and a
me: { ppauge High
School. The Hau pauge Eagles
won the « *2d Chairman’s
Award at last year's Long Is-
land regiona! and took second
place last week in the New En-
gland regional in Hartford.

One team lost its robot dur-
ing shipping to last year's na-

au-

tec

tor
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Members of Baldwin High's Team Chaos, senior Mikko Tesalona, senior Grtz Stoddard
and junior Janki Patel change the battery in last year's robot during practice for this year.

tional competition in Atlanta,
"h.lldl\! said !!auj. pauge and

scared up spare

other sch m!;

parts and '_Zu- team

nhe

build one from scrateh so it
could compete.
Such stories abound when

students talk about the pro-
gram. Teams help one another
with ung problems
and swap ideas on Web sites.
Students at both Haup-
pauge and Baldwin, winner of

last year's All-Star Rookie
Award, agree ¢Sl
I ol the competition is the
way players come [« o
make it work.

“Everyone plays
part,” said Eliza Lar
and captain of the

Baldwin
Chaos. Only 20 of 40 students

on Baldwin's team do actua
sign and construction, she said,
but tasks such as Web design,
marketing, fundraising and

constructic
spend $3,500
parts. )

Chris Sanders, a senio:
Hauppauge, has

See ROBOTS on G87




